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in Andalusia, but I was assured by Mulai Mustapha
ben Zidan, when inspecting the many fine books in the
library of his father, a noted scholar, that very few old
volumes had in fact survived
The fact of the matter is that Arab education instead
of advancing had fallen into decay It had deteriorated
to an astonishing degree since the days when the
Andalusians in the Ommayad city of Cordoba aston-
ished the western world by the brilliance of their
culture and learning, and a speciality was made of the
study of science, medicine, literature, geography,
history, poetry, and music, in fact all those subjects
which were to be found missing from the Moroccan
curriculum
Arts and crafts had decayed along with learning.
No longer could inspired artists be found capable of
creating such buildings as the medersas, palaces, and
mosques of Fez. It is only necessary to study the
Alhambra at Granada and compare It with the Bafaia
palace at Marrakesh, which was built at the beginning
of the present century, to realize how completely
decadence had set in Let alone attempting to create
anything new, the Moors made no effort to preserve
those ancient buildings which made Fez the glory of
North Africa, and would, it seems, have let them fall
to pieces before their eyes had it not been for the
intervention of the French.
But elementary and one-sided though Moroccan
education had become, it probably was adequate for
the majority of the people's needs in a country so hope-
lessly backward as Morocco The upper and middle
classes in the towns were all to a certain extent lettered,
and by no means lacking in general culture and
appreciation of beauty and art, though in the